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EXECUTIVESUMMARY

TheOrganizationofVictimsandSurvivors(OVS)isalocalorganizationestablished

byvictimsandsurvivorsofgrosshumanrightsviolationsandconflictintheSomali

region,is a non-governmentand nonprofitmaking civilsocietyorganization,

establishedinApril2019andisregisteredwiththeSomaliRegionalState'sJustice

BureauandDisasterRiskManagementBureau.OVSisalsoregisteredtheFederal

AgencyforCivilSocietyOrganization,on October31,2022,with registration

number6488..Theorganizationprimarilyadvocatesfortheneedsandrightsof

victimsandsurvivorsintermsoftheirresettlement,rehabilitation,physicaland

psycho-socialwellbeing,andtocontributetosustainablejusticeandpeaceinthe

Somaliregion.Sincetheirestablishment,theyhaveworkedonarangeofadvocacy,

lobbyinganddocumentationinitiativestopromotetherightsofvictims.

ThisreportisbasedonasurveyconductedinsixzoneswithintheSomaliRegional
State:

Jarar,Dollo,Erer,Korahey,Shabelle,andNogob-localitieswhereONLF’sinsurgency

wasmostconcentratedoverthecourseof24years(1994-2018).Inretaliation

againstthis,as detailed in the report,the government’s counterinsurgency

campaignwasalsoconcentratedinthesesixzonesdisplayingrecursivepatterns

ofviolenceagainstciviliansconsistentwiththepolicyofcollectivepunishment

underlyingthegovernment’scounterinsurgencystrategy.
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Thereportprovidesrawdatashowcasingtheindividualandcollectivecivilian

impactofthecounterinsurgencycampaignagainsttheONLFintheSomaliRegion.

Morespecifically,thisreportprovidesasnapshotoftheexperiencesofvictimsthat

enduredimprisonmentwithintheSomaliRegion.Itrevealsanumberofrecurrent

typesofabusessuchastorture,illegalconfiscationofresources,rape,mass

imprisonment,andlackofaccesstojusticecarriedoutindiscriminatelyandacross

gendercategories.Itfurtherrevealsthepoliticallymotivatednatureofgrosshuman

rightsviolationsrelatingtosuspectedaffiliationwiththeONLF,thefrequencyof

theseabuses,andthehistoricalperiodsthattheyoccurredinmostfrequently.The

historicalandpoliticalcontextwithinwhichtheseabusestookplaceprovidesa

comprehensiverepresentationontheimplicationsofsuchabusescrucialforfuture

research,documentationortransitionaljusticeinitiatives.

Importantly,thereportalsoprovidesastatisticaldisplayillustratingthecurrent

needsandprioritiesofvictims.Thoughthisisbasedonalimitedsamplesize,the

surveyrevealspatternsthatareindicativeoftheoverarchingneedsofsurvivors.

SuchdataiscrucialforprovidingGovernmentInstitutions,LocalandInternational

Organizations,andotherpartnerswithfirsthanddatawhichmayhelpthem target

theirinterventionsorsupportingprogramsappropriately.Lastly,thesurveypoints

towardsthegeneralfeelingthatahigherdegreeofexpectationisplacedonthe

potentialsupportofcivilsocietyorganizationscomparedtootherinstitutionssuch

asthegovernmentandtraditionalandreligiousleadersinprovidingsupportto

victims.

RECOMMENDATIONS

TotheSomaliRegionalState(SRS)government:

• Todesignandimplementacomprehensiverehabilitationschemeforsurvivors

ofstateviolenceduringthegovernment’scounterinsurgencycampaignagainst

theONLF(1994-2018)recognizingtheimmediatenecessityofprovidinglife-

savingphysicalandmentalhealthcaretovictims.
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• Toestablishaccessiblehousinginitiativesforsurvivorsinordertoremedythe

socioeconomicimpactoflong-standingabusessuchastheillegalconfiscation

ofresourcesandlossoflivelihoods.

• Totaskrelevantfinancialinstitutionstofacilitatecredit/loanschemesto

survivorstoprovideredressandsupportthem inaccessingincomegenerating

activities.

• Tofacilitatesurvivors’accesstojusticeandestablishaccountability

mechanismsbybringingperpetratorstojusticeandholdingthem accountable

fortheirroleinpastatrocities.

• Tomemorializehistoricsitesassociatedwithviolentabuses(i.e.JailOgaden)

inordertoraiseawarenessforfuturegenerations,promotecommunityhealing,

andensurenonrepetitionofpastabuses.

• Toassistvictim-ledsurvivorgroupssuchastheOrganizationOfVictimsand

Survivors(OVS)andsimilarorganizationsworkingonaddressingtheimmediate

needsandrightsofsurvivorsofgrosshumanrightsviolationsintheSomali

Region.

• Toensurethetimelyinitiationofthegovernment-sponsoredandsoontobe
established

‘Truth Seeking and Reconciliation Commission’while observing its total

independenceandimpartiality.

• Tofacilitateachannelofdialoguebetweensurvivorsandcommunityelders

cognizantoftheroleoftraditionaleldersinprovidingleadershipandplaying

mediatoryrolesinsociety.Thisinitiativewillenhancecommunityhealingandre

-buildtrustbetweeneldersandsurvivorsofgrosshumanrightsviolations

ToDevelopmentPartnersandLocalNGOs:

• Tolaunchaninvestigationintopossiblecrimesagainsthumanityandwar

crimescommittedbystateinstitutionsintheSomaliregionasdocumentedby

HumanRightsWatchoverthecourseofthelasttwodecades.

• Internationalorganizationsandhumanitariananddevelopmentpartnersinthe
Somali

Regiontoinitiateprogramsthatmayassistsurvivors’effortsatreintegration
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andovercomingtheimmediateandlong-term physical,psychologicaland

economicchallengesofprolongedviolence.

• Tooffertechnicalandmaterialassistancetovictim-ledsurvivorgroupsin

promotingtheoverallwell-beingofsurvivors,andcontributingtowards

achievingsustainablejusticeandpeaceintheSomaliregion.

ToEthiopianHumanRightsCommission:

• Toorderanindependentandtransparentinvestigationintoevidenceoftorture

andotherseriousabusesintheSomaliRegion.

• Toliaisewithlocallybasedsurvivorgroupsonallhumanrightsrelatedactivities

concerningtheSomaliRegion.

• TocallontheEthiopiangovernmenttosupportanimpartialinvestigationinto

pastabusesintheSomaliRegion.

• TotakestockofhumanrightsdocumentationconductedintheSomaliregion

post-2018suchasthisreportforthepurposeofrecordingandarchiving

evidence,andtopromoteawarenessandnon-repetitionofpastabuses.

BACKGROUND

TheSomaliRegionisoneofEthiopia's12regionalstates,thesecondlargestin

landmasswithanestimatedpopulationof8-9million.Itisinhabitedbythethird

largestethnicgroupinEthiopia,andisoneoftheleastdevelopedandpolitically

marginalizedregionsinthecountry.

SincetheinceptionofthemodernEthiopianstate,theSomaliRegionhasbeenthe

epicenterofviolentconflict.ThistookonnewformsafterBritaincededtheOgaden

regionandHawdandReservedareatoEthiopiaon23rdSeptember1948and28th

February1955respectively,afterwhichtheregionbecameembroiledinawarfor

independenceandsovereignty.Nasrullah,WesternSomaliLiberationFront(WSLF),

andinmorerecenttimes,OgadenNationalLiberationFront(ONLF)arekeyrebel

movementsrecognizedfortheirstrugglestowardsself-determinationintheSomali

Regionoverthelasthalfcentury.
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Inthecontextofongoingrebellions,stateviolencehasbeenadefiningfeatureof

relationsbetweenthecentralgovernmentanditsSomaliperiphery.Somaliswere

subjected to widespread violence and human rightviolations across various

administrations,however,thereignofAbdiMohamudOmer(AbdiIley)bothas

headofregionalsecurity(2005-2010)andpresident(2010-2018),isconsideredas

anexceptionallyviolentperiod.widespreadabusesincludingextra-judicialkillings,

illegalconfiscation of resources,sexualabuse,mass arrests,torture and

humiliationbecamepartofthedailylifeforresidentsinthearea.AfterONLF’s

attacksontheObaleoilfieldsin2007,thestatecrackeddownonthecivilian

populationbyinstitutingatotalbanonindependentlocalandinternationalmedia

andcivilsocietyorganizations,imposinganeconomicblockadeandrestricting

accesstohumanitarianaid.

TheOgadenNationalLiberationFront(ONLF),thelastandlongestoperatingfront,

wasengagedinaprotractedwaragainsttheEthiopianPeople’sRevolutionary

DemocraticFront(EPRDF)ledEthiopiangovernmentsince1994.In2018,thegroup

signed apeaceagreementwith AbiyAhmed’sgovernmentin Eritreaon 21st

October,2018.TheagreementmarkedtheformalendofONLF’sarmedstruggle,

chartinganew pathforONLFtoseekitspoliticalobjectivesthroughpeaceful

meansasconstitutionallyguaranteed.Theagreementalsoincludedacommitment

toaddressingtherootcausesoftheconflictintheSomaliRegion.

PriortotheAsmarapeacedeal,AbdiMohamudOmar(AbdiIley)wasoustedfrom

officeon6thAugust2018markinganendtohisbrutalreign.By22ndAugust2018,

MustafaMuhumedOmarwasinauguratedastheactingpresidentoftheSomali

Region,ahumanrightsdefender,prominentoppositionfigureandavictim of

humanrightsabuseswhowasforciblydisplacedbythedeterioratinghumanrights

situationintheregion.PresidentMustafainitiatedaseriesofreformssuchasthe

officialclosureofJailOgaden–anotoriousdetentioncenter-inSeptember2018.

MASSIMPRISONMENTINTHESOMALIREGION

MassimprisonmentofONLFcombatantsandcivilianssuspectedofsupportingthe

ONLFandotherillegalanti-governmentorganizationsbecamethecornerstoneof
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thegovernment’scounter-insurgencystrategy.Thiswasfacilitatedbythe

militarizationoftheSomaliRegionwhichmeantthatcivilianswereunlawfully

detainedatvarioustypesofmakeshiftdetentioncentersatlocal(kebele),district

(woreda)andzonallevels,from ENDFmilitarybarracks,LiyuPolicedetention

centers,toinformalandoftenundergrounddetentioncentersinremoteareas

withoutanydueprocessorjudicialoversight.Inadditiontothoseaccusedof

associatingwith‘terrorist’organizations,othercategoriesofprisonersincluded

religiousleadersandevengovernmentemployeesorofficialsaccusedofanyform

ofdissent.

Politicalprisonerswereoftenheldinvariousinformaldetentioncenterswherethey

were subjected to a wide range ofhuman rightsabuses.Those accused of

supportingtheONLF

andotherdesignated‘terrorist’organizationwereroutinelyinterrogatedandheldin

undisclosedlocationsbeforesentencing.OthersweretakendirectlytoJailOgaden

withoutbeingconvictedinviolationagainstthe‘TreatmentofFederalPrisoners

Councilof

MinistersRegulationsNo.138/2007.’

JailOgadenwashometothousandsofprisonersfrom allovertheSomaliRegion

whowereneverchargedorconvictedofanycrime.Itwascharacterizedbyroutine

practicesoftortureandhumiliationwiththeaim ofsubjectingdetaineestoviolent

formsofphysicalandpsychologicalabuse.HumanRightsWatch’s2018report‘We

AreLikeTheDead’detailsthehorrificexperiencesofinhumaneanddegrading

treatmentintendedtoforceprisonerstoconfesstomembershipoftheONLForto

provideusefulintelontheorganization.

POLITICALLANDSCAPEINTHESOMALIREGIONTODAY

Overthecourseofthelastthreeyears,thepoliticallandscapeintheSomaliRegion

issignificantlydifferentcomparedtopreviousyears.Thereisnoarmedstrugglein

theregion,andthusnocounterinsurgencyoperationimpactingthemasses.The
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regionisrelativelypeaceful,apluralityofpoliticalviewsisaccommodatedas

freedom ofspeechhasimproved,anddiversepoliticalpartiesareactiveand

operating.Theregionaladministrationhasmadetangibleimprovementsinthe

fieldsofdevelopment,promotingbusinessandentrepreneurship.Duetothepeace

andstabilitytheregionhasenjoyedoverthelastthreeyears,ithasbecomean

attractivedestinationforinvestorsasillustratedbyanincreaseindiaspora

returneesandanoverallincreaseintrade,movementandcommunityinteraction.

However,survivorsofstate-sponsoredhumanrightsabusescomplainthe

government’scommitmenttoaddressingthelegaciesofpastabuses.Forinstance,

alackofinstitutionalreform inthejusticesectorhasunderminedthepossibilityof

victims’accesstojustice,asthegovernmenthasnotprioritizedeffortstoaddress

thecourtsystem’shistoricallackofindependence.Thus,buildingatransparent

justicesystem isanimportantsteptowardsprovidingredresstovictimsof

widespreadabuses.

SURVEYDEMOGRAPHICS

Location

ThesurveywasconductedinsixzonesoutoftheelevenzonesintheSomali

RegionalState:Jarar,Dollo,Erer,Korahey,Shabelle,andNogob.Theselectionof

thesesixzonesweredrivenbyonemajorconsideration:namelythatONLF’s

twenty-four yearlong insurgency was concentrated in these six zones.

Consequently,thegovernment’scrackdownonthegroupwasinevitablyfocused

onthesedesignatedareasofoperationtherebyimpactingcivilianswhohappento

liveinthesezones.Civiliansinthesixzonesweretargetsofstateviolenceinabid

todeterciviliansupportfortheONLF,itisalsoamanifestationofthegovernment’s

counter-insurgencycampaigncenteredonthepolicyofcollectivepunishment.

Sex Figure1.Sexofvictims
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Thissurveyisbased oninterviewsconducted with895

individuals.The survey results show that516 persons

amongthevictims,equivalentto58%,weremalewhilethe

remaining 377,equivalentto 42%,were female.A slim

majorityofthe victimswere male which indicatesthat

humanrightviolationssuchasarbitraryarrests,tortureand

otherformsofabusesthatoccurredintheSomaliRegion

wereindiscriminateofgenderidentities.ThisissignificantconsideringthatSomali

cultureplacesemphasisontheimportanceofprotectingvulnerablemembersof

societysuchaswomen,children,andtheelderly.However,asindicatedinthis

survey,womenintheregionwerealsohighlyimpactedbygrosshumanrights

violations.Thisisinadditiontofacinguniquegender-basedviolenceasillustrated

bypreviousresearchonthematter.Thoughbeyondthescopeofthisreport,the

intersectionofvarioustypesofabusesandidentitiesisimportanttonote.Human

RightsWatch’s2008reporttitledCollectivePunishmentdetailstheuseofrapeand

sexualviolencebysecurityforcesagainstwomenandgirlsaccusedofbeingONLF

membersforprovidingeconomicsupporttoinsurgents1.Suchaccusationswere

madeinthefaceofcollectingfirewood,waterandotheressentialsinruralareas

crucialfortheday-to-daylivesofbothurbanandruralfamilies.Asrapeasa

weaponofwarconstitutesawarcrime,andacrimeagainsthumanitywhen

systematicallydeployedagainstacivilianpopulation,evidenceoftheuseofrape

andsexualabuseintheSomaliRegionindicatespossiblecrimesagainsthumanity

andwarcrimescommittedbystateinstitutions.

1https://www.hrw.org/reports/2008/ethiopia0608/ethiopia0608web.pdf

58
%

42
%

Male Female
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Age Figure2.Dateofbirthrangeofvictims

Thedatarevealsthat68% ofthe

sampled victims were born

between 1981 to 2000 G.C.

meaningthattheirageatthetime

ofthesurveyrangedbetween20

–40yearsofage.Thisshowsthat

a majority ofthe victims were

arrested during their ‘golden

productive’age,whichhaslikelyledtohugelossofproductivityatpersonal,

householdandsocietallevels.Moreover,28% ofthevictimswerebornbetween

1961–1980suggestingthattheiragesrangedbetween40-60yearsoldatthe

timeofthesurvey.Thisagegroupalsorepresentsa‘productive’agerange,and

thusmayalsobecategorizedaslosingoutonthesameopportunitiesassociated

withproductivityasthepreviousagegroup.Thethirdandfourthcategoriesof

victimsinclude3.3%ofthosewhoareolderthan60yearsand1%ofthosewhoare

youngerthan20years.Thesefiguresdonotdiscounttheseriousrealityofchild

victimsofstate-sponsoredabuseswhichisoftenaneglectedpointofinquirydue

toaseriesofmethodologicalchallengesandethicaldilemmasassociatedwith

accessingandinterviewingchildvictims.However,previousstudiesshowthetype

ofabusessubjectedagainstchildrensuchastheprevalenceofchildprisonersin

JailOgaden forinstance2.Previous reports describe the prevalence ofchild

prisonersimprisonedwiththeirmothers,babiesbornindetention,andthehighrate

ofinfantmortalityduetoalackofnutrition,hygieneandthedifficultconditions

enduredbymothersindetention.

2https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/07/04/we-are-dead/torture-and-other-humanrights-abuses-jail-ogaden-somali-
regional
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PATTERNSINARBITRARYARRESTS,ILLEGALSEIZUREOFASSETSAND
COURTS

Figure3.Yearofarrest

Accordingtothedatacollected,massarrests

spikedintheSomaliRegionbetween2005–

2015.Astaggering86%ofintervieweeswere

arrestedwithinthatten-yearperiod.Thereare

numberofexplanationsforthisimportant

findingsuchastheestablishmentoftheLiyu

Policein2009–aparamilitaryforcecomprised

ofethnicSomalisestablishedtocounterthe

ONLF.Inadditiontothis,

anotherexplanationforthisisONLF’s2007attack

onObaleoilfieldsandthesubsequentcollectivepunishmentstrategyimplemented
bythe

EthiopiangovernmentincollaborationwiththeiraffiliatesintheSomaliRegional

AdministrationtorootouttheONLF.

Victimsreportedtwoprimarycausesfortheirarrest.Ofthevictimsinterviewed,

85%(760individuals)reportedthatthereasonfortheirarrestwasduetosuspicion

ofbeingaffiliatedwithONLFand14.5%(230individuals)reportedthattheywere

arrestedbecauseafamilymember(s)wassuspectedofbeinganONLFmember.In

addition,56%ofthevictimsreportedthattheirfamilymemberswerealsoarrested

alongside them.Thisillustratesthatindividualswhose familymemberswere

arrestedunderthesuspicionofbeingaffiliatedwiththeONLFfacedahigher

probabilityofalsobeingarrested.Mostvictimsthatwerearrestedandimprisoned

intheSomaliRegionmostlikelyhadmorethanonefamilymemberimprisoned,

thus severely increasing the negative ramifications ofimprisonmentin one

household.This is an archetypalrepresentation ofthe collective punishment

strategyagainstcivilianpopulationsintheSomaliRegiondevelopedtocounter

ONLF’sinsurgencyaswellasitsexistingandpotentialsupporters
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Outofthevictimsinterviewed,84%werearrestedandimprisonedonce.However,a

significantnumber-117outof895-whichisequivalentto14%reportedthatthey

werearrested twice,meanwhile2% werearrested threetimes.In addition,2

individuals were arrested fourtimes and five individuals among the victims

reportedthattheywerearrestedfivedifferenttimes.Thisindicatesthatamajority

ofvictimswerearrestedandimprisonedoncewhilealsodisplayingthecommon

trendofindividualsbeingarrestedmultipletimes,sometimesevenuptofive

arrestsperindividual.Consideringthataccesstojusticeremainednonexistentas

allstate institutionsserved asinstrumentsforfurthering the state’spolitical

objectives(i.e.itscounterinsurgencywar),thefrequencyinthenumberofarrests

alsorevealsthepatternofforcedevacuationswhereciviliansfledtoneighboring

countriesiftheyhappenedtobereleasedfrom prison.Italsosuggeststhatmost

victimswereimprisonedonceduetothesheerlengthofthesentencestheyserved

inlightofthefactthatmanywerereleasedin2018afterthecollapseofAbdiIley’s

administration.Forinstance,38% oftheintervieweeswerereleasedin2018.On

thisyear,theregionembarkeduponapathtowardsreform permanentlyclosingthe

notoriousJailOgadenmeanwhilepoliticalprisonerswerepardonedbythefederal

governmentafew monthspriortotheSomaliRegion’sreform inAugust2018.

Similarly,the impactofotherpoliticalevents in the SomaliRegion are also

reflectedinthedata,forexample,13.5%outoftheintervieweeswerereleasedin

2014and8.6%werereleasedin2015.Thiscanbeexplainedbythe2014and2015

exonerationsofferedtoprisonersinlightofpoliticalpressuresfacedbyAbdiIley’s

administrationprimarilybydiasporamediacommunicationandinternalconflict

withinhiscabinet.

Moreover,thedatafurtherrevealthatfemaleswerearrested morefrequently

"Iwasarrested5timesand3ofthosetimeIgavebirthinprison.OneofthosetimesIgavebirthina

bathroom"-femalevictim
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comparedtotheirmalecounterparts.Forexample,fouroutofthefiveindividuals

whowerearrestedfivetimeswerefemales.Also,outofthe117peoplewhowere

arrestedtwice,84ofthem werefemaleswhichisequivalentto72%.Assuch,

femalesfacedahigherprobabilityofmultiplearrestscomparedtotheirmale

counterparts.

Thefactthatwomenwereonaveragemorelikelyto beimprisonedtwicein

comparisontotheirmalecounterpartsisanimportantissueworthhighlighting.

Thismaybebasedonanumberoffactorspertainingtothereasonsfortheirarrest,

andthelengthoftheirsentence.Aspresentedbelow inTable1,menweremore

likelytobesentencedto25+yearstherebyreducingtheirgenerallikelihoodof

beingreleasedtobeabletobedetainedonceagain.Apossibleexplanationforthe

significantlyhighnumberofmalessentenced to 25+ relatesto thecommon

accusationofbeinganactualarmedONLFrebel.Thisaccusationislargelyspecific

tomenwhodominatedthearmedwingoftheONLF,andthepunishmentforbeing

anarmedrebelincludedthelengthiestsentences,andthemostserioustypesof

abuses.Conversely,womenaremorelikelytobeimprisonedmorethanoncewhich

mayrelatetothenatureofcrimestheyareoftenaccusedofsuchasproviding

ONLFrebelswitheconomicsupportparticularlywhenseekingnecessitiessuchas

waterandfirewoodinruralareas.

Table1.Thenumberofyearsvictimsweresentencedtoprisonanalyzedbygender

Lengthofprisonsentence
(years)

Female Male

1-5 127 115

6-10 61 56

11-15 22 38

16-20 12 36

21+ 10 194

Illegalseizureofassets
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Figure 4. Were assets

illegallyTheillegalseizureofassetsiskeyexampleofeconomic

abuseseizedfrom you?subjectedagainstciviliansbytheprevious

regimeasaform ofpunishment.Thesurveyrevealedthatno

types of assets were off-limits for confiscation by the

authorities.Examplesincluded livestock(goats,camelsand

cattle),houses,land,gold,businessesandcash.Ofthevictims

interviewed,almost40%reportedthatsomeform ofassetswas

takenfrom them byvariousgovernmentbodiesatthetimeoftheirarrestorcloselyafter.

Intheeventofresourceconfiscationortheftofbelongings,theitemswereneverreturned

tovictims.

HiboSheikhMusefrom Warderreportedthat280camelswereconfiscatedfrom herfamilyin
Warder.

Similarly,OmarMuseYusuffrom Dhagaxburtownreportedthat1.5millionETBwastakenfrom

him (700,000incashand800,000worthofdrugsfrom hispharmacy).

Accesstojusticeandappearanceincourt

Lackofjudicialprotectionisanotherseriousviolationof

humanrightsreportedbyvictimsasillustratedbythe

significantnumberofindividualsthatwereimprisoned

withouteverappearingincourt.Accordingtothesurvey,

303 victims which is equivalent to 34% of the

intervieweesstatedthattheyneverappearedincourt.

Thissuggestsablatantdisregardfortheruleoflaw,

prisoners’constitutionalrighttoappearincourt,access

tolegalcounselanddefendthemselvesagainstany

allegations.

Yes
40
%No

60
%

Yes No
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Figure5.Wereyouevertakentocourt?

Forthosewhodidappearincourt,amajorityofthem didnothavealawyerand

were denied access to any due process.This is evidenced by the lengthy

sentencesthatindividualsweregiven;forinstance,30% ofvictimsreportedthat

theyweresentenced to morethan20 years.Among them,189 peoplewere

sentencedto25years,eightpeopleweresentencedto30yearsandthreepeople

reportedbeingsentenceforupto35years.Outofthesefigures,datashowsthat

mostfemalesweresentencedtolessthanorequaltofiveyearsduetoreasons

describedearlier.

Moreover,accordingtoHumanRightsWatch’s2018JailOgadenreport,prisoners

werecommonlytorturedduringinterrogationsproducingforcedconfessionstobe

usedinacourtoflaw ofteninthepresenceofajudgeandtheverytorturer

responsibleforforcingaconfessionfrom theprisoner.Confessionsoftencentered

onadmittingsomeform ofconnectiontotheONLF.Thesetrendsillustratethe

lackofjudicialindependenceandinstitutionalcapacitythatplaguedtheSomali

Region.Thiswasevenmorepronouncedattheheightofthegovernment’scounter

-insurgencycampaignwherethejusticesystem reflectedthewilloftheexecutive

ratherthan functioning independently.More specifically,courts served as an

extension ofthe federaland regionalsecurity apparatus as security forces

dominatedjudicialprocessesanddecisionmaking.Thiswasmainlyduetothefact

thatmanyarrestswererelatedtoaccusationsofbeingaffiliatedwiththeONLF.As

describedbypreviousdocumentationofthelackofindependenceofthecourts,

securityofficialsignoredthereleaseordersofvictimsaccusedofsupportingthe

ONLF,whilesomejudgeswhoorderedthereleaseofinnocentcivilianswere

34%

66%

Appearedincourt

No Yes
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themselvesimprisoned3.Acompletejudicialreform isyettobeimplementedin

theSomaliRegion,thoughsomepromisingstepshavebeentakeninrecenttimes

after2018.

Releasefrom Prison

Victimssharedthreemainreasonsfortheirrelease.Theprimaryreasonreported

by43%ofthoseinterviewed,wasduetotheregimechangethattookplaceinthe

SomaliRegionandacrossthecountryin2018.Thesecondmostcommonreason

givenby33% oftherespondentswasthattheydidnotknow whytheywere

released,meanwhile22%sharedthattheywerereleasedduringtheperiodofmass

exonerationsinitiatedbyAbdiIleyin2014.Thishighlightsalackofdueprocessas

describedintheprevioussection,itfurthersuggeststhatthatprisonersoftendid

notknow thereasonbehindtheirarrestsinthefirstplacewhichstandsindirect

violation againsttheirconstitutionallyguaranteed rights.Italso signifies the

concerningprospectofprisoners’long-term orindefiniteimprisonmentintheevent

thataregimechangedidnottakeplace.

TORTUREANDOTHERHUMANRIGHTS
ABUSES

Thesurveyrevealedthattortureandotherformsof

Figure6.Wereyoutorturedorabusedwhileimprisoned?

degradingtreatmentwasacommonpracticethat

3https://www.hrw.org/reports/2008/ethiopia0608/ethiopia0608web.pdfseepages9198.

6%

94%

No yes
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almostallprisonersweresubjectedto.Outof890interviewees,841amongthem

whichisequivalentto94%,reportedthattheyweresubjectedtosomekindoftorture

orabusewhileimprisoned.Thesefiguressuggesttheprevalenceoftheuseoftorture

atvaryingdegreesunderthepreviousadministrationinviolationagainstthe

internationallyand

nationallyrecognizedrightsofprisoners,aswellasbeinginviolationagainstThe

ConventionagainstTorture(CAT)whichEthiopiaisapartyto.

Data shows thatvictims endured various types oftorture and abuse while

imprisoned.Themostcommontypesoftorturemethodsincluderegularbeatings,

solitaryconfinement,denialoffood,suffocationwithplasticbagsfilledwithchili

powder,forcedprolongedstandinginstressfulpositions,waterboarding,denialof

doctorandaccesstomedicalservices,electrocution,rape.Thisisconsistentwith

thefindingsofHumanRightsWatch’s2018JailOgadenwhichspecifiedsimilar

findingsinadditiontootherexamplesoftorturesuchasrollingprisonersinhot

ash,tyingthem infigpositionwherebothfeetandarmsaretiedtogetherbehind

one’sback,sleepdeprivation,poorsanitation,groupinterrogations,variousforms

ofsexualviolencesuchasthegenitaltortureofmenamongotherformsoftorture

intendedtoinflictbothphysicalandpsychologicalviolence.

Figure7.Typesoftorturesvictim’senduredwhileinprison.
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Consideringtheseverityofthetypesofabusesprisonersweresubjectedto,it

isexpectedthatthevastmajorityofthevictimssustainedsomesortofinjury

whileinprison.Asaresult,78% reportedthatthey

suffered various injuries including broken bones,

internaland externalorgan damage as wellas

Testimoniesofthepainandinjury
victimscurrentlylivewithtoday:

“Ihavesustainednervedamagetomy

feet.”

“Mykidneyshurt.”

“Iwentblindinprison.”

Femalevictim from Dollozonedescribedanotherform ofinhumantorture,

“mychildwaskilledinfrontofmeandthenIwastakentoprison.”
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persistentmentalconditionsduetoprolongedpsychologicaltorture.Thisisa

testamenttothelong-term impactthattortureandimprisonmenthashadon

victims,andthenecessityofdevisingtargetedinitiativestoremedytheimpact

oflongstandingabuse. Asillustratedinthetable2,bothmaleandfemale

victimsweresubjectedtotortureduringtheirimprisonmentatalmostequal

rates;58%malesand42%femaleswhichcorrespondswiththeslightvariation

inthesamplesizeofeachgroup.Inadditiontothis,95% offemalevictims

weresubjectedtorape.

Table2.Thenumberofvictimsthatweresubjectedtotortureorabusewhileinprisonanalyzedby
gender.

Were you subjected to torture or
abusewhileinprison

Female Male

Yes 354 486

No 19 30

CURRENTNEEDSANDPRIORITIESOF
VICTIMS

The surveying team asked victims abouttheir

currentandmostpressingsneedsinlightoftheir

pastexperiences with imprisonmentand other

humanrightsviolations.Inresponse,theyranked

theprioritiesasfollows;physicalhealthwaslisted

asthefirstpriorityofthemajorityofthevictimsas

673 people who accountfor76% ofthe total

numberofparticipantsrespondedthattheirmost

urgentneedistorestoretheirphysicalhealth.This

Testimoniesofvictims’currentneeds:

“IlivewithchronicpainandIam
unabletosleepatnight.WhatIneedis
tobecomehealthyagain.”

“Before[Iwasimprisoned]Ihada
storebutmystorewasdestroyed.
Now
Ihavenowaytomakealivelihood.”

“Becauseallofmyassetsweretaken

from meIam nowhomeless”.



21

isrepresentativeoftheseverityoftorturethattheyenduredsuchthatthemajority

havesustainedlong-term injuries.Thesecondmostcommonpriorityforvictims

washousingwhich18% oftherespondentsrankedastheirmostimmediate

priority.Livelihoodsupportandmentalhealthwasrankedasthethirdandfourth

mostcommon priority forvictims.A numberofvictims also indicated the

importanceofaccesstoeducationandfamilyunificationasaprimaryconcern.

Whenaskedtheirsecondmostimportantpriority,mostoftherespondents(60%)

reportedthathousingistheirsecondmostimmediateprioritywhilephysicalhealth

andlivelihoodsupportwererankedsecondandthird.Mentalhealth,educationand

familyunificationwerealsoreportedassecondmostimportantprioritiesbyafew

ofthevictims.Overall,thedatasuggeststhatthemosturgentprioritiesforvictims

istheneedtoaddressphysicalhealthneeds,housingandlivelihoodsupport.As

illustratedinthetable3,theseprioritiesarealsogenerallyreflectedacrossgender

categories.

Table3.Prioritiesofvictims’needsrankedfrom mosturgenttoleasturgent.

Priority1 Physicalhealthneeds

Priority2 Housing

Priority3 Livelihood

VIEWSOFVICTIMSONVARIOUSINSTITUTIONS’SUPPORTFOR
VICTIMS

Regionalgovernment

Asillustratedbelowintable4victims’responserevealsthattheirconfidenceinthe

regionalgovernmentforsupportislow giventhatamajorityofthem (43.5%)

reported thattheywerenotconfidentatall.Whilecloseto 20% areslightly

confidentthattheywillreceivetherequiredsupportfrom theregionalgovernment,

only 15% of the respondents felt completely confident that the regional
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governmentwillprovidethenecessarysupporttheyrequirebeitphysical,financial,

orhousingrelated.

Therearealso11%whoarefairlyconfidentandanother11%whoaresomewhat

confidentinattainingthesupportoftheregionalgovernment.Thissuggestsa

degreeofuncertaintyamongasizeablenumberofthevictim population,which

maybedueto severalreasonsthemostsignificantofwhich relatesto the

government’sambiguousapproach to the question ofvictims’support.Such

ambiguityisdemonstratedbytheregionalgovernment’srhetoricalsupportfor

victimsandcondemnationofperpetratorscoupledwithageneralreluctanceto

institutespecificinitiativesdesignedtoaddressvictims’needs.

Localgovernment

Concerningthelevelofconfidenceinthelocalgovernment(zonalanddistrict

levels)displayedbyvictims,65%oftherespondentsdisplayedacompletelackof

confidencewhile15%ofthem revealedslightconfidence.Only6.5%reportedthat

theyarecompletelyconfidentinattainingsupportfrom thelocalgovernment.

Basedontherepresentativesample,thistrendindicatesthatvictimstendtohave

an even lower level of confidence in attaining support from the local

administrationsincomparisontothelevelofconfidenceplacedontheregional

government.Thereasonforthismayrelatetoasharedunderstandingconcerning

thecapacityofthelocaladministrationsintermsofbudgets,butalsointermsof

havingamandatetointroducepoliciestailoredtowardsvictim supportwhichlies

inthehandsoftheregionalgovernment.Inaddition,thereisanoverwhelming

senseamongvictimsthatreformshavenottrickleddowntolocaladministrative

zoneswhereentrencheddiscriminatoryattitudestowardsformallybannedpolitical

groupsstillpersist.

Civilsociety

Thelevelofconfidenceplacedonthesupportofcivilsocietyorganizations(CSOs)

isinstarkcontrasttothatofthevariousadministrativelevelsofthegovernment.

Asillustrated in table 4,56% ofvictimsconfirmed thattheyare completely
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confidentinthesupportofCSOs,whereas26.5%arefairlyconfidentinCSOs.This

equatestoasignificantdegreeofconsensus,equivalentto82.5%amongvictims,

intheirgeneralconfidenceandexpectationsofsupportfrom CSOs.

This may be due to an understanding thatCSOs practice a high levelof

accountabilityand transparencycompared to governmentinstitutions.Italso

sendsastrongsignaltodonorsandanyotherpartnersinterestedinsupporting

victims’initiativesencouragingthem tocollaboratewithvictims’groupsandCSOs.

Eldersandreligiousleaders

Thesurveyrevealedaninterestingtrendinthelevelofconfidencethatvictimshave

intheprospectofsupportfrom communityleadersandelders.Intraditional

Somalisociety,theprimaryroleofeldersistomanageconflict,settledisputes,and

aprovideleadershiproleintimesofchallengesfacedbytheircommunity.The

present-daychallengeofindividualandcollectivetrauma,andthenecessityof

community healing initiatives spearheaded by community leaders cannotbe

understated.However,morethan50% oftherespondentsreportedthattheyare

notcompletelyconfidentintheelderswhereas20% areslightlyconfident.Only

13% havecompleteconfidenceinthesupportofeldersandcommunityleaders.

Thereareanumberofpossibleexplanationsforthis,thefirstrelatestothefact

thatcommunitynetworkslackinstitutionalsupportandresourcesto carryout

meaningfulworkintheareaofvictim support.Secondly,previousauthoritarian

governingsystemsinEthiopiahaveerodedtraditionalstructuressuchasthe

salientroleofeldersandcommunityleadersmakingtheirrolesredundantasa

methodofcontrolandinattempttoundercutthesocialfabricofsociety.

SimilartotheroleoftraditionaleldersinSomalisociety,religiousleadersarealso

consideredashonorablefiguresthatserveimportantfunctions.However,the

surveyresultsrevealadiscrepancybetweenthesignificantpositionofreligious

leadersandthelackofconfidencevictimshaveingainingtheirpotentialsupport.

Mostrespondents,constituting65% arenotconfidentinreligiousleadersatall,

13.5% haveslightconfidenceinthem,whereasonly8% reportedthattheyhave
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completeconfidenceinreligiousleaders.

Thistrendisindicativeoftheevolvingrolesoftraditionalandreligiousinstitutions

whoareincreasinglyinvolvedingovernmentaffairsandpoliticalprocesses.Thisis

adepartureawayfrom theirpreviousstatusasindependentandnon-partisan

institutions.Atpresent,theirloyaltytothecommunityvisavisthegovernment

maybecompromisedorputinquestion.Beyondthisapparentdistrust,traditional

andreligiousinstitutionslacktheinstitutionalcapacity,mandate,andresourcesto

meaningfullysupportthemostcriticalneedsofvictimsdescribedearlier.

Table4.Viewsofvictimsonwhichinstitutionstheyhaveconfidenceinbestsupportingvictim needsbypercentage.

Institution Completely
confident

Fairly
confident

Somewhat
confident

Slightly
confident

Not
confidentat
all

CivilSociety 56% 26.5% 3% 4% 10.5%

RegionalGovernment 15% 11% 43.5% 19.5% 11%

LocalGovernment 6.5% 7% 65% 15% 6.5%

Elders 13% 10% 52.5% 20% 4.5%

Religiousleaders 8% 8.5% 65% 13.5% 5%

SUMMARYOFFINDINGSANDCONCLUDINGREMARKS

Thisreportisbasedonasurveyconductedwithbothmale(58%)andfemale(68%)

victims,amajority(68%)ofwhom werebornbetween1981-2000andthereforein

their most productive age.The findings of the survey revealed that the

overwhelmingreasonforthearrestofthesampledvictimswastheirsuspected

affiliationwithONLF;85% werearrestedonthosegroundswhereas14% were

arrestedduetosuspicionrelatedtotheirfamilymember’saffiliationwiththeONLF.
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Mostoftherespondentswerearrestedonce,however,theprobabilityoffacing

arrestmultiple times was also high.The surveyfurtherrevealed thatmost

prisonerswerearrestedbetween2006-2015andreleasedin2014/2015or2018in

response to the prevailing politicalsituations atthe time such as mass

exonerationsinthefaceofpoliticalpressure(2014/2015)andregimechange

(2018).More than 30% ofrespondentswere sentenced to over20 yearsof

imprisonment,while56%werearrestedalongwiththeirfamilymemberssignifying

theinstitutionalizedpracticeofreprisalsandcollectivepunishment.Inaddition,

34% reportedthattheyneverhadtheopportunitytoappearincourt,whilemany

alsohadimportantresourcessuchaslivestock,cash,businesses,houses,land,

andgoldconfiscatedbysecurityforces.

ConsistentwithprevioushumanrightsdocumentationintheSomaliRegion,94%

ofrespondentsconfessedbeingsubjectedtotortureandotherabusessuchas

beatings,solitaryconfinement,denialoffood,suffocationwithbagsfilledwithchili

powder,forced prolonged standing,waterboarding,denialofdoctor/medical

services,electrocution,andsexualabuse.Asaresultofsuchcrueltortureintended

toinflictmaximum pain,78%ofthevictimssustainedinjuriesduringtheirstayin

theprison.

Basedoninjuriessustainedfrom sufferingprolongedabuses,victimsrequirea

numberofimmediateservicestorestoretheirlivesandremedytheimpactof

longstanding physical,psychologicaland economic abuses.Priorities include

accessingsupportforphysicalhealth,housing,livelihoodrecovery,mentalhealth,

education,andfamilyunification.Victimsplacethehighestdegreeoftrustinthe

roleofcivilsocietyorganizationsinaddressingtheseneedswithlittleexpectation

ofgovernmentsupport.Suchacrucialfindingisacalltowardsallgovernment

institutionsto re-build trustwith victim communitiesbyengaging with them,

initiatingnew strategiesforrebuildingtheirlives,andactivelycollaboratingwith

victim groups on such critical work.
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